Post-Liver Transplantation Sinusoidal Obstruction Syndrome With Refractory Ascites Induced by Mycophenolate Mofetil.
Sinusoidal obstruction syndrome (SOS) is a complex entity whose pathogenesis is still not completely defined. Numerous drugs have been associated with SOS. We describe here for the first time a case of histologically-proven SOS with refractory ascites induced by mycophenolate mofetil (MMF) which occurred very rapidly after surgery in a patient transplanted for liver cirrhosis due to hepatitis B and delta. Having excluded any other reported causes of ascites or SOS post-liver transplantation, the MMF was discontinued, which was followed by a rapid clinical and biological restoration of the patient's state and the disappearance of ascites. Our hypothesis is that MMF caused endothelial toxicity which was responsible for the vascular lesions; the causal mechanisms were probably similar to those of other vascular lesions already demonstrated in kidney grafts. Furthermore, we determined heterozygous genetic mutation of an enzyme responsible for MMF metabolism in both the graft and recipient, which may have favoured endothelial toxicity. MMF should therefore be taken into account as a causal factor for vascular disease of the liver after liver transplantation in the event of clinical, biological and histological signs of SOS.